
Rachael: A Biblical Figure in Jewish Tradition and Christian Scripture

Description

The Life of Rachael 

Rachael is a significant figure in both Jewish tradition and Christian scripture, appearing in several key
passages throughout the Hebrew Bible and New Testament. The story of Rachael, or more accurately
Rachel as her name is rachelcasinoresort.ca typically rendered in English, begins with her introduction
as the beloved wife of Jacob in Genesis 29:1-35.

Rachael was the daughter of Laban, a wealthy sheikh who lived in Haran. According to the biblical
narrative, Laban’s younger brother Reuben had sought out Rachel for his sister-in-law on behalf of his
brother Laban (Genesis 29:9). Jacob and Rachael met under circumstances that may be described as
deceitful; Laban presented himself under a vow made to God that he would allow anyone who wished
to take one of his daughters into marriage.

The arrangement, however, was conditional upon seven years’ service for each daughter chosen.
Jacob fell deeply in love with Rachel’s beauty and vowed to serve Laban for this period (Genesis 29:18-
20). Upon completing the required time, Jacob asked that he be allowed to marry Rachael; but due to a
pre-existing arrangement between Jacob’s twin brother Esau and another of their uncle Laban’s
daughters named Leah, Jacob was instead married off to Leah.

Jacob agreed to work for an additional seven years in return for permission to wed Rachael (Genesis
29:21-28). This narrative underscores the complexity of social relationships within the family as
described in these early chapters. Eventually, after working a total of fourteen years under Laban’s
terms, Jacob was finally given Rachel in marriage.

Despite being married first to Leah and then bearing her four children, Rachael remained barren for
many years (Genesis 29:31). The biblical account goes on to explain that she eventually bore two sons
named Joseph and Benjamin. This development occurred following a period of prayer by the patriarch
Jacob to God asking why he was suffering with this family dynamic.

Throughout these narratives about Jacob’s early life, Rachael is often contrasted against her sister
Leah, who was initially wedded under circumstances involving deceit on Laban’s part but had borne
him four children. The comparison between Rachel and Leah serves as a thematic thread throughout
the Genesis story.
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